
AP U.S. History                     Ms. Campbell 

 UNIT 1 : PRE-COLUMBIAN AND THE COLONIAL PERIOD 

 

Textbook Chapters 

• Chapter 1:   The Collision of Cultures 

• Chapter 2:   Transplantation and Borderlands 

• Chapter 3:   Society and Culture in Provincial America 

 

 

Content: Native American population in North America, encounters between Native Americans and 

Europeans, colonization patterns of the principal European colonial powers in North America, three 

distinct regions emerge in the America, society and culture in provincial America, religious awakenings 

and enlightenments, the introduction of slaves to America, transition between contract labor and forced 

labor, comparison of American colonial culture and that of England, the relationship between England 

and its colonies. 

 
Key Concept 1:  

On a North American continent controlled by American Indians, contact among the peoples of Europe, 

the Americas, and West Africa created at new world. 

1.1.  Before the arrival of Europeans, native populations in North America developed a    

 wide variety of social, political, and economic structures base in part on interactions     

 with the environment and each other. 

1.2   European overseas expansion resulted in the Columbian Exchange, a series of  

        interactions and adaptations among societies across the Atlantic. 

1.3   Contacts among American Indians, Africans, and Europeans challenged the  

        world views of each group. 

 

Key Concept 2:  

Europeans and American Indians maneuvered and fought for dominance, control, and security in North 

America, and distinctive colonial and native societies emerged. 

2.1   Differences in imperial goals, cultures, and the North American environments that  

        different empires confronted led Europeans to develop diverse patterns of    

        colonization. 

2.2   European colonization efforts in North America stimulated intercultural contact and  

        intensified conflict between the various groups of colonizers and native peoples. 

2.3   The increasing political, economic, and cultural exchanges within the “Atlantic  

        World” had a profound impact on the development of colonial societies in North  

        America. 

 

Essential Questions:  

1. How did geography shape the development of regional cultures in North America prior to 1492?  

2. How did events in Europe shape and inspire exploration of the Americas?  

3. What were the consequences of the Columbian Exchange with the Western Hemisphere?  

4. How did contact among Europeans, American Indians, and Africans challenge the worldviews of 

each group?  

5. What methods did Europeans employ to acquire and manage labor in colonial America?  

6. Why did Englishmen, crossing the Atlantic at roughly the same time, create such radically 

different societies in the Chesapeake, the West Indies, and New England?  



7. How did family roles, immigrants, and changing religious values affect the emergence of a new 

American identity? How did they remain English? 

8. How did Anne Hutchison and Roger Williams challenge a Puritan theocracy? 

9. In the Chesapeake colonies why did Africans become hereditary slaves serving for life instead of 

indentured servants bound for only several years?  

10. How were the causes of  Bacon’s Rebellion, Leisler’s Rebellion, and Coode’s Rebellion similar 

and different? How do you think these rebellions might have impacted the future attitude of the 

people of British North America?  

11. How did the Great Awakening and the Enlightenment cause people to question traditional  

authority?  

 

Essential Identifications: 

 

Chapter 1: 

 

Each of the following terms contributes to an understanding of the events that shaped English 

colonization in North America. 

maize     encomienda    Jamestown 

Pueblo     Cahokia    joint-stock company 

Chinook    coureurs de bois   plantation model 

Iroquois    seignueries    colonial charter 

Algonquin    Separatists    Roanoake 

conquistadores   Puritans    mission system 

mestizo    mercantilism  

 

Chapter 2: 

Each of the following terms contributes to an understanding of issues and problems that confronted the 

Europeans, American Indians, and Africans who populated North America in the seventeenth century. 

 

tobacco    Anne Hutchison   Navigation Acts 

headright system   theocracy    Jacob Leisler 

proprietary rule   Roger Williams   middle grounds 

Maryland Toleration Act of 1649 Pequot War    borderlands 

Bacon’s Rebellion   King Philip’s War   John Coode 

Mayflower Compact   Restoration colonies   Dominion of New  

John Winthrop    Quakers     England 

 

Chapter 3: 

Each of the following terms contributes to a comprehensive understanding of how a distinct American 

society and culture began to develop in the British colonies. 

 

indentured servitude   Stono Rebellion   literacy rates   

patriarchy    Salem Witch Trials   primogeniture 

middle passage   Great Awakening   almanacs 

slave codes    Huguenots     

Scots-Irish    John Peter Zenger 

triangular trade   Jonathan Edwards 

 

 

 


